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<rro\vs v/cll in good fibrous loam, loaf mould, and sand, mainly
hi the former. It is propagated by seeds only, which must be
sown in strong bottom heat.
fungal disease of the palmyra palm.—In 1906 the Imperial
Mycologist, E. J. Butler, described a severe epidemic of disease
in Palmyra and other palms in the Godavari District of the East
Coast of India.l As a result of field and microscopic examination,
the cause of the disease was stated to be a fungus belonging to
the genus Pythium. Butler gave a description of it, under the
name nf.Pythlumpalmworum, in the "Memoirs of the Department
of Agriculture in India" in February 1907.2 A fuller account of
the disease was published by the same author in September 1910,
under the title, "The Bud-Rot of Palms in India."3 It is from
this paper that we borrow the following notes: —
The disease was practically confined to a comparatively
limited area in the delta of the Godavari River. A few cases
of the same disease were observed at Changiirachery (Travancore)
in 1907, where the fungus was found producing its characteristic
spores in young leaf blades of Coconut trees in the unexpanded
stage of the bud.4
The bud-rot is said to have first appeared in Addenkivarilanka,
an island in the Gautami Godavari belonging to the Ramachen-
drapur Taluk, about 1890. From this it spread to both banks
of the river and extended along the banks as well as inland.
Judging from the extension that has occurred in the area as a
whole, the rate of spread is estimated at a little over a mile a year.
It has, however, been ascertained that in certain places an
extension of between 2 and 3 miles occurred. It must not be
supposed that the disease is uniformly distributed within its
area. Great difference may be observed in th,e severity of the
attack from village to village and even from field to field. It
seems that the nature of the soil exercises a direct influence on
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